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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE NEW DELHI 1 1642 

EO 11652: NA 
TAGS: ETRD, IN 

SUB J : US-INDIA BILATERAL TEXTILE AGREEMENT 

REF: NEW DELHI 11229 

1 . EMBOFF CALLED MINCOMMERCE JOINT SECRETARY 
RAMAKRISHNA AUGUST 18 TO INQUIRE ABOUT GOI RESPONSE 
TO US PROPOSAL ON TIMING OF NEGOTIATION OF NEW 
TEXTILE AGREEMENT. RAMAKRISHNA REPLIED THAT DOSSIER 
WAS NOW ON MINISTER'S DESK FOR FINAL APPROVAL AND HE 
EXPECTED TO HAVE FINAL DECISION SHORTLY. 

2. HE ADDED THAT GOI’S CURRENT THINKING WAS TO 
EXTEND THE CURRENT AGREEMENT TO DECEMBER 31, AS USG 
HAS PROPOSED, WITHOUT FURTHER NEGOTIATION BEFORE 
SEPTEMBER 30 EXPIRATION DATE. GOI WOULD PREFER TO 
HOLD NEGOTIATION OF NEW AGREEMENT SOMETIME IN OCTOBER. 

3. COMMENT: EMBASSY REPORTING RAMAKRISHNA'S REMARKS 
BECAUSE TIMING OF MINISTER S SIGN-OFF ON FILE IS 
UNPREDICTABLE. DEPARTMENT MAY WISH TO LOOK AT 
OCTOBER TIMEFRAME RECOGNIZING FINAL DECISION STILL 
NOT POSSIBLE. 
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